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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RANGOON 0153 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CH, BM 

SUBJECT: NE WIN S FINAL TRIBUTE TO CHOU EN-LAI 
REF: RANGOON 0134 (WEEKA 2, ITEM 1) 

1 . ENGLISH AND BURMESE LANGUAGE PRESS JANUARY 15 CARRIED SPECIAL 
BOXED ITEM FROM PRESIDENT NE WIN ENTITLED "PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI I 
KNEW". TEXT TOLLOWS: QUOTE PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI, ALTHOUGH THE 
LEADER OF A BIG COUNTRY, ALWAYS PLACED HIMSELF ON EQUAL TERMS IN 
ALL HIS DEALINGS WITH THE LEADERS FROM SMALLER COUNTRIES, AND 
SHOWED UTMOST SYMPATHY AND ACCOMMODATION IN HIS RELATIONS WITH 
SMALLER NATIONS ON VARIOUS ISSUES INCLUDING COMPLEX ONES. I 
PERSONALLY DISCOVERED THIS QUALITY DURING OUR TALKS FOR THE 
BURMA-CHINA BORDER DEMARCATION. I RECALL PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI 
MERCILESSLY IMPOSING ON HIMSELF AND SELFLESSLY SHOULDERING RE- 
SPONSIBILITIES FOR THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA, FOR THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE CHINESE PEOPLE, FOR UNFREE COUNTRIES, 

FOR THE WEAK NATIONS, FOR THE WORLD S POOR AND THE DOWNTRODDEN. 
THE PASSING AWAY OF PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI IS A LOSS NOT ONLY TO 
CHINA BUT ALSO TO THE WHOLE WORLD. TO MAKE THE BEST OF THIS 
TRAGEDY, WHAT A BETTER WORLD IT WOULD BE IF ONLY THERE WERE IN 
THE BIG COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY IN THE SUPER POWERS, MORE LEADERS 
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AS SYMPATHETIC AND ACCOMMODATING AS THE LATE PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI. 
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WITH THESE LINES I PAY MY RESPECTS TO PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI ON THIS 
15TH DAY OF JANUARY, THE LAST DAY OF HIS FUNERAL. WITH SAD 
MEMORIES, NE WIN END QUOTE. 

2. PRESS SOURCES CONFIRM THAT NE WIN WROTE THIS EULOGY HIMSELF 
AS SLIGHTLY STILTED ENGLISH WOULD INDICATE. IT IS AN UNUSUAL 
TRIBUTE - WE HAVE NO PREVIOUS RECORD OF THE PRESIDENT HAVING GONE 
BEYOND THE CUSTOMARY CONDOLENCE MESSAGE (REFTEL) ON THE DEATH OF 
FOREIGN LEADERS - AND SPEAKS FOR NE WIN'S PERSONAL ADMIRATION FOR 
THE LATE PREMIER AS WELL AS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PRC TO BURMA. 

3. EMBASSY INFORMED THAT MINISTER OF INFORMATION U LWIN RECEIVED 
CONDOLENCE MESSAGE TEXT FROM PRESIDENT NE WIN S RESIDENCE IN BOTH 
ENGLISH AND BURMESE ALONG WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO PRINT TEXTS EXACTLY 
AS WRITTEN WITH NO ALTERATIONS OR CORRECTIONS. 

HOWARTH 
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